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Bovingdon & Flaunden Tennis Club
www.bovingdontennisclub.co.uk
September Newsletter
Well what a 2009 the tennis club has enjoyed!

· A 45% increase in membership to well over 180 members so far this season

· Runners up for the Dacorum Sports Club of 2009

· Nominated for the Herts Community Club of the year

· Received a £5000 grant from the Herts Community Foundation and a £360 grant from the Dacorum Sports Network towards Rusty Rackets

· Two of our league teams were promoted 

It’s great to have seen most of our social sessions very well attended. With the summer now behind us from October the Wednesday sessions will start at 2.00pm and go through to 5.00pm for anyone available, Saturday afternoons will continue from 2.00 – 5.00pm and starting in October - Sunday mornings from 11.00 to 1.00pm through to next April.  

This summer Roy started a ‘year 2 tennis club’ @ Bovingdon primary school.  He already has 14 new participants (potential new members) this term and we are looking to extend this activity into other year groups and other local village schools next year.
Our success this season has not been limited to ‘off the court’ activities, with both our Mixed B and Men’s B teams achieving promotion in the Watford & District league. Congratulations to all the players involved. Our new members started a weekly Sunday social session, and we are quickly seeing these players participating in all the Clubs social tennis activities and even starting to play in our league teams. 

Most of you will have noticed the clearance of the trees and earth next to Court 4 for the addition of another full size court and our first mini red court. Having had verbal encouragement from the Dacorum Planners, the next stage is to apply for formal planning permission to construct the courts. This project will need external funding to achieve the building of both courts over the late winter of 2010, should this not be forthcoming in sufficient amounts we might need to consider other options to overcome our short term negative cash flow (more at the AGM) - or delay until 2011.      
As in previous years, this winter we will be entering a men’s veteran’s team into the weekend league. However this year, we hope to enter both an over 45 and over 55 team. More news and dates will follow soon. 

Next Season in addition to hoped for new courts we plan to:
· Add a third Men’s or Mixed team into the Watford & District league to give more people an opportunity to play for the Club;  however this is waiting list dependant
· Further increase our junior and adult coaching activities

· Increase our membership further

· Look at other ways of increasing our court availability

· Improve our social tennis offering to our younger members and teenagers

Junior & Adult Coaching
From 7th November (until April) the Club will continue to offer junior coaching on Saturday mornings starting from 10.30 am for the following age ranges: 
       7 - 8 (existing experienced red group players) 
       8 - 9 (orange group) 





      10+ (green and yellow groups) 



 The actual timings for each group will be confirmed nearer the time as we do not want to clash with football.


The current Saturday morning ‘Rusty Racket’ course started on the 12th September with room for more players at 10.00am. From 7th November our winter adult 'Rusty Racket' program will start later to tie into the junior program and continue throughout the winter. We can cope with another 2/3 players so please mention to your friends. This will follow Ladies team coaching at 9.00am.

In our last newsletter we updated you on our ‘Tennis Clubmark’ journey. Whilst this is still progressing, in view of our growth in membership, the committee have prioritised adding additional courts and trying to get another team into the league ahead of floodlights. We still see floodlights as the way of further increasing court availability (but funding is dependant upon Clubmark accreditation) but a successful planning application would be more likely for lighting courts 4 and 5.   
We have our AGM on the 26th October; this is your chance to have your say on the future direction of your Club and put yourself forward to make these changes happen. So please come along and help us move the Club forward.  

Dates for your diary                                                                            

26th October – AGM at the Clubhouse

6th November - Quiz night @ Flaunden Village Hall

11th November – Golf Day @ Brookmans Park GC

5th Feb – Quiz night @ Flaunden Village Hall

1st April – Start of the 2010 season
Enjoy your tennis

B&FTC Committee – 9/09

