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Bovingdon & Flaunden Tennis Club
www.bovingdontennisclub.co.uk
November Newsletter
For those of you that could not make the AGM at the end of October the highlights were:
· Membership now stands at 182 far this season

· Total revenue was up 94% over 2008

· In addition to being the ‘ runners up’ for Dacorum Sports Club of 2009 - B&FTC were also ‘runners up’ for the Hertfordshire Community Club of 2009
· We have received a further £2000 grant from the Co-operative Community Fund towards our new mini court
· We have applications outstanding for a further £16000 from the Parish Council, Dacorum Locality Fund and Sport England
From now until April the social sessions are - Wednesday from 2.00 to dusk, Saturday afternoons from 2.00 – dusk and Sunday mornings from 11.00 to 1.00pm.  

Our planning application for the new courts, floodlighting to Courts 5/4/3 and a small Clubhouse extension has been submitted to Dacorum with letters of explanation delivered to our immediate neighbours and the Parish Council.  Fingers crossed for a positive outcome and if so we hope to start the court building next February. The new courts still need more external funding (applications outstanding as mentioned).  Should this not be forthcoming in sufficient amounts we might need to consider other options, possibly member loans or requests for 2010 subscriptions a few months early!     
Over the winter we have entered a men’s veterans over 45 and over 55 team into the Sunday league. Whilst not a lot of games, Peter is already struggling to fill the dates, so anyone who qualifies but has not been already contacted, please phone Peter  -  07770 607674 to register their interest.
As a result of our Clubmark aspirations we have restructured the committee to help achieve these aims. The 2010 season Committee members are:
Chairman 




Gordon Bettis

Secretary




Diana Mills

Treasurer




John Wareham

Coach



   
Nick Leighton

Clubmark Coordinator


Tim Pratt

Social Secretary



Jane Gilmore

Health/Safety & Facilities


Kieron Myers

Match Secretary



Gary Briggs

Junior Representative


Geoff Allen

Votes of thanks were expressed to previous committee members for their support and development of the Club over many years.  Dot Burgin has been elected Honorary President for the 2010 season in special recognition of being a founder member, previous Chairman and committee member for many years.  

Next Season
In addition to the hoped for new courts we plan to:
· Add a third Men’s team into the Watford & District league to give more people an opportunity to play for the Club;  however this is waiting list dependant
· Further increase our junior and adult coaching activities

· Improve our social tennis offering to our younger members and teenagers

Junior & Adult Coaching
From 7th November (until April) the Club will continue to offer junior coaching on Saturday mornings for the following age ranges: 
       7 - 8 (existing experienced red group players) 
       8 - 9 (orange group) 





      10+   (green and yellow groups) 




Nick is also running Ladies team practice for both A and B team squad players on Saturday mornings throughout the winter months; this is invitation only. In addition Roy/Scott will run a further team practice session at 12.00 for players aspiring to play in our teams. This session is open to steady players who have team aspirations, it will require prepayment, if you are interested and want a place (places are limited) please let Gordon know asap Gordon.bettis@btinternet.com .

From 7th November we start our winter adult 'Rusty Racket' program at 9.00am. Further courses are planned for January and March. So, please encourage your friends to ‘give tennis a try’!

Wimbledon 2010

Remember that our Club ticket allocation for the 2010 Championships will be based on the number of our adult and junior Club members who have signed up to British Tennis as at 30/11/2009. If you are not already members of British Tennis (free), please do join immediately as it increases your chances of getting tickets from the Club draw. To join to go https://www2.lta.org.uk/Membership/Join/
Website

Can we remind all members that the best way to check what the Club is doing is by visiting our website, the site is kept up to date and in future will become the main communication vehicle to all existing, prospective new members and the public.
Dates for your diary                                                                            

5th Feb – Quiz night @ Flaunden Village Hall

1st April – Start of the 2010 season
Can we remind members that they will receive a 10% discount on purchases from Berkhamsted Sports, simply show them your B&FTC membership card.

Finally, its great to report a £522.00 profit from the 86 people that attended our last quiz night on the 5th November, there were some very high scores and our thanks go to all the people that attended and helped make the evening a great success. The money raised from our non tennis activities make an invaluable contribution to our new courts, so maybe we can get a 100 people at our 5th Frbruary event?
Enjoy your tennis

B&FTC Committee – 11/09

