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Bovingdon & Flaunden Tennis Club
www.bovingdontennisclub.co.uk
May Newsletter
Following on from our March newsletter, Firstly we would like to welcome all the new members to the Club and remind you that ‘social tennis’ takes place every Saturday afternoon from 2.00pm and Wednesday evening from 5.00pm. In addition, we are running a ‘mentored beginners social session’ starting on Sunday 10th May at 11.00am through to 12.30pm and continuing as long as required. 
By the time you will have read this newsletter our first American tournament of the season will be behind us. Future tournaments (open to all standards) are scheduled for 27Th June, 17Th July and 16th August please make a note in your diaries. These are intended as fun tournaments where we play with different partners, of differing standards, for a given period of time. The winners are the lady and man who achieve the most games. This seasons matches kicked off at the end of last month and the courts will be busy most evenings from now until September, a ‘match schedule’ is on the website so please check court availability before coming to the Club on spec for an evening game.

The non league men’s evening friendly matches are proving to be very popular with other clubs and Peter already has lots of dates in the diary. These games are intended as an introduction into team tennis for non team players and our better juniors. The ladies midweek afternoon friendlies get started this month, Dot is looking for players. 
This season Captains for all our teams (competitive and friendly) have been asked to collect a £3.00 away match fee from every player. Funds raised will be put towards further enhancements to the club. And on this subject following our successful grant application the car park has been resurfaced, all the old signage has been updated, our website has been completely overhauled and is the best source of information about the Club and our activities. A new pathway from the Clubhouse to Court 4 has been built, the fence between us and the football club has been strengthened and screen s added and the practice wall/junior court has been fenced in.  We are currently costing some further work:

· Adding a new gate from the new pathway into Courts 2/3 to stop interruptions to players on Court 1. 

· Building a patio area in front of Court 1
This season’s new ‘Rusty Racket’ programme has got off to a good start with 8 participants on the current Saturday morning course. The follow on course is scheduled to start mid June, please mention it to your non tennis friends. The junior social evening has started (overseen by Roy) and this is scheduled to continue on Friday’s from 4.30pm to 6.00pm as long as demand holds up. Juniors are asked to contribute £1.00 per week to attend this session. Nick is planning an older Junior Tournament on the 12th June and details will be circulated soon and added to the website. A Tournament for the younger juniors (red and orange) will be arranged at the end of the current course on a Saturday morning. 
The multi sports facility at Bovingdon Primary school has been delayed and as mentioned in the last newsletter the Club has expressed interest in hiring this on a weekly basis for 3 hours from October 2009 through to April 2010 so we can continue to operate a winter weekday social programme. Further news on this initiative and how you can register your interest will follow in the next newsletter.
We have now had our initial meeting with the Herts LTA to commence our ‘Tennis Clubmark’ journey. You will recall that without this accreditation we will be ineligible for any financial support from the LTA or local Authority for funding towards our floodlight aspirations or anything else.  We are setting ourselves a target to apply for accreditation by the start of next season, at the same time it is our intention to finalise our planning application for floodlights this year with a view to undertaking the project in 2010.  Tennis Clubmark requires the Club to prioritise junior tennis, we would need to increase the junior coaching sessions, form links with local schools, run junior Tournaments and a junior team. All of this will require careful organisation and court planning to try to ensure a minimal impact on adult tennis. Clubmark also requires us to develop and own a business plan, grow our membership, ensure we have appropriate policies/procedures in place and to monitor and measure what we do and what we say we are going to do and a serious investment of time and money. But as you can imagine most other Tennis clubs are facing similar challenges.      
The Wimbledon Ticket Draw took place last Saturday and the seven members drawn will be contacted shortly with more details.  The Club’s allocation was drastically reduced this year as only members of British Tennis could be included.  Only 38% of our members have joined.  Some Clubs where the take up was more than 80% have been allocated additional tickets this year.  British Tennis membership is free and there are benefits for club players.  Let’s see if we can increase our share next year.  Application forms are available from the Clubhouse or can be completed on line at www.lta.org.uk/membership. 

Dates for your diary

· ‘Give Tennis a Try’ weekend 16/17th May from 2.00pm to 5.00pm

· Junior Tournament 12th June @ 4.30pm

· Social Tournament 27th June @ 2.00pm

· Social tournament + BBQ 17th July @ 6.30pm

· Social Tournament + BBQ 16th August @ 2.00pm

· Barndance 18Th September

· Golf Day 11th November @ Brookmans Park GC
Enjoy your tennis

B&FTC Committee – 5/09

