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Bovingdon & Flaunden Tennis Club
www.bovingdontennisclub.co.uk
March Newsletter
For those of you unable to attend our recent EGM and who have not been to the club for a while the Committee thought it would be a good idea to update you what’s been going on over the winter and our plans for 2009.

The car park was becoming a bit of a mud bath, so we have resurfaced the whole area which means we no longer need to worry about wading through puddles or slipping in the mud. John Wood has kindly produced a complete range of new signage for the club. A large sign has been attached to the car park side of the clubhouse and the sign at the entrance from Green Lane replaced, both new signs make reference to our website and introduce a consistent logo. We also have a new Tennis Club Car Park sign and a new sign for court 4 advising non members of the booking charge and procedure. Our website is being completely overhauled and will be the best source of information about the Club and our activities for the new season. We hope to have this fully operative for April. 
The Club recently submitted a grant application to the Grassroots fund for £5000, fingers crossed our application will be successful to allow us to recoup the cost of the car park resurfacing, and for further improvements to our facility, including a new pathway from the Clubhouse to Court 4 and fencing around the practice wall and further improvements to the existing fencing. 
We plan to trial two additional teams this season, a Men’s C team (Capt – Peter) and a Ladies mid week afternoon team (Capt – Dot). Initially these will all be friendly matches with the Men’s C being fitted in around the existing midweek evening team schedule dates when known. Players will be varied to include our better juniors, existing B team squad and suitable new members. Peter is leading this initiative and currently making contact with local clubs to gauge interest.  
This season will see a major push to attract new adult members, we are hopeful to run a year long ‘rusty racket’ programme and we see these taster sessions and the conversion of parents of our growing junior sections as the way forward. We are also looking to increase our junior and Children’s coaching programmes beyond our current Saturday and holiday camp activities to include after school clubs.    
Bovingdon Primary school is hoping to have a floodlight multi sports facility (including tennis court) in operation this summer. The Club has expressed interest in hiring this on a weekly basis for 3 hours from October 2009 through to April 2010 so we can continue to operate a winter weekday social programme. Further news on this initiative and how you can register your interest will follow in the next newsletter.
As we move into 2009 it is great to be able to report the Saturday afternoon social session have been very well attended, so for those of you yet to implement your new years resolution it starts at 2.00pm.
Progress on the Floodlights front is slow and steady; our initial meeting with both Dacorum Planning department and the Parish Council went well. Our initial enquiries of the LTA and other Dacorum/Hertfordshire sources of funding has made it very clear that they will currently support applications for funding for floodlights but only for clubs who have achieved Clubmark status.  So our current hopes are to achieve planning consent in 2009 with a view to undertaking the project in 2010. 
At the recent EGM we discussed Tennis Clubmark and 100% of the members attending agreed for the committee to start the application and accreditation process. The next steps are to agree the project team and have our initiation meeting with the LTA. We are hoping accreditation could be achieved in 2009 to allow us to apply for funding for floodlights in 2010. Once again we will keep you updated of our progress via another newsletter.  
The recent Quiz evening was a great success even although we had to postpone for a week because of weather. The club raised over £500 which will go towards our improvement programme. Thanks to everyone who supported this event. We plan to hold another event later in the year.
We plan our annual spring clean on Sunday the 15th March, John Wareham is putting together a list of jobs that need attention and this will be put on the Club notice board. 
Finally, we have received only 7 pairs of Wimbledon tickets this year, down from 11 pairs last year. This is due to our allocation being based on the number of B&FTC members registered as members of British Tennis. If you have not registered please do so @ http://www.lta.org.uk/britishtennismembership/ if you are unsure please register again.

It is our future intention to communicate wherever possible via email so please make sure Diana (dimills@waitrose.com) has your current email address, newsletters will also be posted on the website and a few copies left in the literature holder in the Clubhouse.
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