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Bovingdon & Flaunden Tennis Club
www.bovingdontennisclub.co.uk
March Newsletter
It’s nearly the start of the new season and we have two new courts. They are not quite finished as at the time of writing it is too cold and wet to tarmac and the chain link needs erecting. Even once this is complete, they will still need painting and this cannot be done until we have a period of warm weather hopefully later this month or next.

As you will have seen from the information that accompanied your membership renewals we have a work party planned for the morning of the 21st March so we can tidy up the grounds and make the Club look good for the new season. Everyone is welcome and we will be creating a list of jobs that need doing from - cleaning the courts through to gardening, please add your name to the list in the Clubhouse if you are able to join us that morning so we can see how many pairs of hands will be available. 

On the subject of membership renewals can we reiterate the need for you to pay your subscriptions by the 31 March at the very latest, payments before this would be much appreciated as would any additional donations as the new courts have emptied the Clubs coffers and we need to start saving for the lights.  

The new courts will enable the Club to offer more regular midweek evening coaching sessions (a requirement of Clubmark) and over the next few weeks we will be planning junior/teenager sessions and a midweek improver session, but more on these initiatives soon.
Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful for 2010 in entering a third men’s team into the midweek Watford and District league. The good news is we are still on the waiting list for next year, so fingers crossed! So, as in 2009 it is out intention to organise as many Men’s C friendly matches as possible to give as many members as we can match experience. 
From the 7th April the social tennis will recommence on Wednesday’s from 5.00pm to dusk - Saturday afternoons will revert back to 2.00pm – 5.00pm, with Sunday mornings from 11.00am to 1.00pm. The Sunday sessions have been poorly supported over the Winter, so lets try and make full use of the courts, once a regular group commit Sunday’s will self perpetuate.
We have our first American Tournament of the season scheduled for 27th March, this is open all adult players regardless of standard, its 20 mins a match,  then we change partners, so expect to play 5/6 times - so with five courts to fill we want to see over 30 members on court. 
We plan to have our early season Open Day for new members (and to show off our great facilities) on the 16th May, so please start inviting your friends (players and non players) to come along and ‘give tennis a try’.
Things are also coming to a head on the Clubmark front. Over the Winter we have had three meetings with the Herts LTA and we are due our final inspection in late April. They want to see for themselves our Saturday morning coaching activities and go through our Clubmark folder, our thanks to Tim Pratt and Nick Leighton for their hard work over the last few months. 
Junior & Adult Coaching
From 24th April the Club will move back to our Summer junior coaching schedule on Saturday mornings for the following age ranges: 
       5 - 8 (3 red groups – Beginners, Intermediate and Performance) 
       8 - 9 (2 orange groups – Intermediate and Performance) 





      10+   (3 green and yellow groups) 





More information on this and a mid week evening coaching sessions for the mini red/orange Performance groups with Scott will be communicated directly to those players concerned. 
From April we will also be looking for a new contingent of adult 'Rusty Rackets' as the existing participants will be encouraged to join and progress into the ‘Improver group coaching’. So, please encourage those friends who are fearful to join a Club without first seeing if tennis is for them, after all these people will be the future of the Club!


Website

Can we remind all members that the best way to check what the Club is doing is by visiting our website. The site is kept up to date and in future will become the main communication vehicle to all existing and prospective members.
More dates for your diary                                                                            

21st March – Work Party/Spring Clean

27th March – American Tournament

3rd May – American Tournament
16th May – New Member Open Afternoon
12th June – American Tournament
20Th June – The Bovingdon Tennis Event
9th July – Evening American Tournament

15th August – American Tournament + BBQ

13th September – Finals Day
25th October - AGM

7th November – Race Night

4th February – Quiz Night

Can we remind members that they will receive a 10% discount on purchases from Berkhamsted Sports - simply show them your B&FTC membership card.

Enjoy your tennis

B&FTC Committee – 3/10
