[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]


Bovingdon & Flaunden Tennis Club
www.bovingdontennisclub.co.uk
January Newsletter
Happy New Year!  We hope all your resolutions come true: stop foot faulting, bend the knees, must play more etc.

2010 is going to be a pivotal year for the Club as a number of our plans hopefully come to fruition. We are still awaiting the outcome of our planning application and hopefully work will be under way on the new courts next month. We have received £1500 funding towards this project from Richard Roberts our local Dacorum councillor from his Locality Budget and we are still awaiting the decisions from the Parish Council from whom we have asked for a £1000 and from Bovingdon Youth Group £500. Unfortunately, our second application to Sport England was declined on the basis that building projects fall outside of their remit, once planning consent has been approved we intend to apply to the Dacorum Olympic fund for their maximum grant of £5000. The combination of all of these funding lines will be sufficient for us to undertake the development of both courts before next summer.   
Can we take this opportunity to remind you that from now until April the social sessions are - Wednesday from 2.00pm to dusk, - Saturday afternoons from 1.30pm – dusk and - Sunday mornings from 11.00am to 1.00pm.  

The final American Tournament of 2009 was played on the 28th December with a good turnout from members wishing to run off some of their Christmas lunch. It was won by Diana Mills and Tom Lester. 

We also ran our first Golf Day at Brookmans Park GC on the 11th November. The weather was kind and we had an enjoyable day with the overall winner being John Wareham and the team winners Duncan Heath, Geoff Lovell and Peter Oppenheimer. We plan another day in March and will be circulating details soon.

We are making slow but good progress with Clubmark. We met with the Herts LTA in early December to review our progress to date. We have most of the paperwork in place and now need to ensure our coaches and volunteers have all attended the latest courses and completed their paperwork. We have a further inspection scheduled for 25th January; thanks to Tim Pratt for picking up this challenge.  

Over the next couple of months the Committee will be preparing for the summer Watford & District leagues, looking to appoint Captains and publishing the ‘2010 match schedule’. We will know whether we have been successful in adding a Men’s C team to the league and we will be able to start working on some friendly matches on those few evenings the courts are free. Hopefully we will also be able to advise members whether the mid week social evening will be on a Wednesday or Thursday. 
The proposed additional courts will also enable us to increase both our junior and adult coaching sessions and we still plan to continue with our junior evening, but it is likely this will be split into two sessions for younger and older juniors. Geoff Allen will be picking up this area with Nick.  
Junior & Adult Coaching
From 16th January (until April) the Club will continue to offer junior coaching on Saturday mornings for the following age ranges: 
       7 - 8 (existing experienced red group players) 
       8 - 9 (orange group) 





      10+   (green and yellow groups) 





Nick is also running Ladies team practice for both A and B team squad players on Saturday mornings throughout the winter months; this is invitation only. In addition, Scott will continue to run a further team practice session at 12.00 for players aspiring to play in our teams. This session is open to steady players who have team aspirations; it will require prepayment.  If you are interested and want a place (places are limited) please let Gordon know asap gordon.bettis@btinternet.com .

From 16th January we will also restart adult 'Rusty Rackets'. Further courses are planned for March. So, please encourage your friends to ‘give tennis a try’ as these participants are our future members!


The 2010 season Committee members are:
Chairman 




Gordon Bettis

Secretary




Diana Mills

Treasurer




John Wareham

Coach



   
Nick Leighton

Clubmark Coordinator


Tim Pratt

Social Secretary



Jane Gilmore

Health/Safety & Facilities


Kieron Myers

Match Secretary



Gary Briggs

Junior Representative


Geoff Allen

British Tennis
A requirement of Clubmark is that the majority of the Club members are also members of British Tennis. if you are not already members of British Tennis (free), please do join immediately. To join to go https://www.lta.org.uk/Membership/Join/
Website

Can we remind all members that the best way to check what the Club is doing is by visiting our website. The site is kept up to date and in future will become the main communication vehicle to all existing, prospective new members and the public.
Dates for your diary                                                                            

5th Feb – Quiz night @ Flaunden Village Hall

1st April – Start of the 2010 season
Can we remind members that they will receive a 10% discount on purchases from Berkhamsted Sports - simply show them your B&FTC membership card.

Enjoy your tennis
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