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Bovingdon & Flaunden Tennis Club
www.bovingdontennisclub.co.uk
July Newsletter
Two pieces of great news! 
· The Club has been short listed down to three sports clubs for the Dacorum 2009 Sports Club of the Year award. The committee would like to thank everyone who has worked tirelessly at improving our facilities, growing our membership and making the Club a focal point for the village. 
· And our combined adult and junior membership stands at 176, 

It’s great to see our social sessions well attended and in particular thanks to Duncan and Wendy for making the Sunday 11.00am new members social session a great success. By the time you will have read this newsletter our second American tournament of the season will be behind us (congratulations to Wendy West and Duncan Heath). Future tournaments (open to all standards) are scheduled for 17Th July (+BBQ afterwards) and 16th August please make a note in your diaries. These are intended as fun tournaments where we play with different partners, of differing standards, for a given period of time. The winners are the lady and man who achieve the most games. 
We are now well into this season’s matches and we still have one league team undefeated, well done Dawn and Julie for captaining the Mixed B to the top of their league. The courts will be busy most evenings from now until mid August, a ‘match schedule’ is available from the website so please check court availability before coming to the Club on spec for an evening game.

This season, Captains for all our teams (competitive and friendly) have been asked to collect a £3.00 away match fee from every player. Funds raised will be put towards further enhancements to the club. The first of which has been adding a new gate from the pathway into Court 2 to stop interruptions to players on Court 1. 
Our ‘Rusty Racket’ initiative continues to go from strength to strength with 13 people currently participating, as a result we are now running two separate sessions on a Saturday morning 9.00 – 10.00 and 10.00 -11.00.  We have received a small grant from the Dacorum Sports Network which will enable us to offer the first 24 participants a £15.00 per person cashback on the completion of their first program.  We can cope with another 2/3 players so please mention to your friends as the next course will start on the 12th September.
The junior social evening overseen by Roy on Friday’s from 4.30pm to 6.00pm is still not getting enough support. This session has been organised following requests from parents of older children, the more that attend the longer it will continue! A reminder - Juniors are asked to contribute £1.00 per week to attend this session. Nick is re-organising an older Junior Tournament as lots of people were away on school trips in mid June.  Details will be circulated soon and added to the website.  He also hopes to organise a tournament for the younger juniors (mini red). 
On the 8th June Roy started our ‘after school tennis club’ at Bovingdon primary school.  Initially this is restricted to eight - Year 2 children.  It is hoped this will work to attract even more children to our Saturday coaching program.

The Club is currently in the process of applying to Sport England’s Rural Development Fund for a grant to assist us in building a further full size court and a new mini red court. This is a long shot and we will also have to achieve planning permission - but nothing ventured, nothing gained. On another long shot, we are also applying to Dacorum for a £5K grant to enable us to make further improvements to our Clubhouse.    
In our last newsletter we updated you on our ‘Tennis Clubmark’ journey. Whilst this is still progressing, in view of our growth in membership, the committee have decided to look at adding additional courts as the first priority (whilst a funding opportunity exists). We still see floodlights as another way of increasing court availability (but funding is dependant upon Clubmark accreditation) but a successful planning application would be more likely for Courts 4 and 5.   
As members of the LTA the Club receives a  Wimbledon Ticket allocation based on the numbers of our members registered with British Tennis.  This year only 38% of our members joined.  Some Clubs achieved an allocation based on 80% of their members registering.  British Tennis membership is free and there are benefits for club players.  Let’s see if we can increase our share next year to 80%, this means we will all have an increased chance of going to Wimbledon in 2010.  Application forms can be completed on line at www.lta.org.uk/membership. 

Dates for your diary:
· Social tournament + BBQ 17th July @ 6.30pm

· Social Tournament + BBQ 16th August @ 2.00pm

· Barndance 18Th September

· Golf Day 11th November @ Brookmans Park GC
Enjoy your tennis
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